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‘Awesome’ bike patrol promotes community relations 
 

 
 
 
By Steve Davis 
Area III Public Affairs Office 
 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, REPUBLIC OF KOREA– A military police bike patrol started 

several months ago at Camp Humphreys has had several positive effects, according to MP officials. 

“The bike patrol gives us a presence, particularly in the ‘downtown’ area of Camp Humphreys 

near the post exchange, commissary, bus station and other community facilities,” said Sgt. Eric D. 

Purnell, a traffic investigator at the Area III Provost Marshal Office. “It also adds to our ability to 

enforce the law and promote public safety.” 

Purnell said a two-person bike patrol rides the morning shift and one rides in the evening.  
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Clad in shorts, reflective police safety vests and helmets, bike patrol members ride 23-speed 

Smith & Wesson police bicycles equipped with a horn, a siren and red-and-blue flashing lights used 

when they need to stop violators. 

Each bike patrol performs a variety of tasks during its watch. The patrol directs traffic at the 

four-way stop sign by Freedom Chapel during peak traffic hours, typically when people are going to 

work or going home at the end of the day. They are also on the look for safety violations such as drivers 

not using seat belts, those using a cell phone while driving or expired registration stickers. 

“Those are some of the things military police vehicle patrols typically do on a daily basis,” said 

Spivey. “The bike patrol simply extends our capabilities.” 

The bike patrol also provides an opportunity to do some positive public relations. 

Pfc. Desiree Gaskin, on temporary assignment at Camp Humphreys from the 142nd Military 

Police Company in Yongsan, said the bike patrol is “awesome” because it gives her a chance to interact 

with people in ways she normally wouldn’t. 

“When we patrol in vehicles, we tend to have limited contact with people,” she said. “But on a 

bike we get to know people and talk with them regularly.”  

Gaskin said a lot of people are interested in their bikes. 

“We get a lot of questions about the bikes,” she said. “We also get some questions about bike 

safety.” 

She said bicycle riders need to follow the same traffic rules as vehicle drivers. Bicycle riders 

should obey stop signs and use arm signals when they plan to turn. 

To beat the summer heat, Gaskin said military bike patrol members use safety vests with a built-

in hydration system full of water. They also use sunscreen and wear sunglasses. 

They should also lock unattended bicycles. 

Military police officials recommend that durable chain or graphite locks be used rather than 

inexpensive plastic-coated wires that can be easily cut. 
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